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Message from GC founder Stephen G. Peters 

Welcome back to another year of milestones and opportunities! The 

Gentlemenõs Club is entering itsõ 14th year and according to 

participants, parents, principals, teachers, and facilitators, GC is making 

a major (positive) impact on school attendance, student behavior and 

academic achievement.   

The 2009-2010 school year presented all of us with major challenges 

with school budget cuts, staff reductions and more. In spite of it all, we 

were able to make positive change happen with groups of students all 

over the United States and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  

We celebrate all of our seniors who reached the milestone of high school graduation and are now 

eagerly awaiting their first day of college, work or military duty. Their efforts and 

accomplishments are truly a manifestation of your dedication to a group of students whose hard-

ships are common, but celebrations few and far between. Through each of you, they saw another 

way out of their struggles. You restored HOPE to many of our participants and hopefully, stand 

ready as we enter this 2010-2011 school year to continue to do the same. 

Our theme for this year is COMPASSIONATE INTERVENTION as we focus on using education 

as the primary vehicle for SUCCESS!  As we continue to see positive changes in our students and 

their circle of influence widens in our schools, we must expand to involve more students and in 

doing so, provide more opportunities for them to be exposed to the possibilities that life offers.              

On behalf of The Peters Group, we thank you for all that youõve done, all that you are doing, and 

more importantly, all that you will continue to do to Capture, Inspire, and Teach!  

Have a GREAT school opening and a highly successful school year.     Stephen G. Peters 

Compass ionate In tervent ion  

Addelita Cancryn Jr/High 

School ñU.S. Virgin Islands (St. 

Thomas)  

Sanders -Clyde Elem/Middle 

School -Charleston, SC  

Robert Smalls Middle School -

Beaufort, SC  
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H i g h l i g h t s  o f  

Gentlemenõs Clubs 

F e a t u r i n g  C l e v e l a n d  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  S c h o o l  

D i s t r i c t  



Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
Scranton K-8 School, Cleveland, Ohio 

Ms. Julie Hall, Principal  

Mr. Mark Messner, GC Facilitator 

ñExcelling in Clevelandò 



I'm happy to report that GC Scranton had a good year. We inducted 29 members! A 20% increase over last 

year!  

We spent a good part of August, September, and October interviewing and accepting new members into our 

club. New officers Geraldo Rivera, President; Jeremias Badea, Vice President; and Membership Directors 

Johnathon Serrano and Giomar Guzman did an excellent job with that process.  

October and November were spent learning the pledge, how to tie a tie, and various other things like goal 

setting and overcoming obstacles. 

In December, we had our 1st fundraiser, a basketball game featuring middle school students on both teams. 

Students in grades 6-8 paid $1 each to attend, earning $110 for the club.  

In January we spent more time learning important things like managing anger, and getting along with others. 

New adults came on board to help GC Facilitator Mark Messner: Mr. Doug Roth, Youth Guidance Director 

with Greater Cleveland YFC, and Mr. Ramon Harrigan, Relationship Manager with Dollar Bank. The addi-

tion of these gentlemen provided the young men with additional role models and additional leadership. 

In February and March, we held our annual Malley's chocolate bar sale. GC members sold the candy bars for 

$1 each, earning $430 for the club!  

Scranton K-8 School 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Scranton K-8 School 
Cleveland, Ohio (cont.) 

Finally, in May, we held one more basketball game just like the one held in December. This game included 

more grade levels and earned approximately $170!  

Several guest speakers spoke to the members in meetings in February, March, April, and May. Guest speak-

ers included a return of the club's 2 officers from last year, Norbert Vargas and Luis Lugo. They shared what 

life was like in high school, and how they benefitted from participating in the Gentlemen's Club at Scranton.  

April also saw a visit from Mr. Stephen Peters. He truly does capture, inspire, and teach, as the members 

were challenged to think about their long term career goals and what they need to do now to get there.  

Our "5-Star Restaurant Dine Out" event was held Tuesday, June 1. We went to a restaurant owned by yet 

another famous Cleveland chef (You may recall last year, GC Scranton went to Food Network "Iron Chef" 

Micheal Symon's Lolita restaurant.). This year, we went to Executive Chef Rocco Whalen's Fahrenheit res-

taurant (see www.fahrenheittremont.com). 

Over the course of the entire year, members enjoyed the hard earned "Gold" status that Mr. Peters gave us at 

the end of the year last year. Members provided community service by hosting and ushering various events 

at school such as Career Day and International Day. They also raised and lowered the school's outdoor U.S. 

flag each day.  

Many 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders are anxious to get their chance to be called Gentlemen, so we are looking for-

ward to the years ahead!  



Nathan Hale K-8 School 
  Cleveland, Ohio 

Principal- Ms. Joel McIntosh 

GC Facilitators- Mr. James Brown and Ms. Denise Early 
 

 

On January 30, 2010, our first trip was an icebreakeréwith ñiceò included!  We went tobogganing at the 

Chalet located in North Ridgeville, Ohio.  This was the first for these guys but certainly not the last.  The 

young gentlemen were in for a surprise indeed.  The hills were very high and the sleds that seat up to four 

really zoomed down the ice-covered hills. Some were a little intimidating at first because of the size and 

height of the hills but once they got involved, they found out how much fun it could really be when you 

overcome your fears. 
 

At one point, there was a gentleman who had brought his grandchildren to ride the slopes but felt they were 

too small to go alone. Being impressed with the behavior and demeanor of our GC members, he asked if the 

guys wouldnôt mind if his grandchildren could ride with them.  This was a great opportunity for GC mem-

bers Wayne and Michael (brothers) to show their adaptability and general human caring for others. 

 

It was impressive to see them take so well to the idea of sharing with complete strangers and even more of a 

different ethnicity.  They really had a great time at the Chalet riding the slopes, eating, playing games with a 

local radio station then going to dinner at the Golden Coral Restaurant. (These boys can really eat!) Special 

thanks to The Word Church for providing transportation for this event. 

On May 12, 2010, the lesson ñNASDAQ is not a rapperôs nameò became known as ñGC Finance Dayò fol-

lowed by ñGC Bank Dayò.    



Nathan Hale K-8 School- Cleveland, Ohio (cont.) 

I felt it necessary to take things to a greater level after our lesson on finance by encouraging GC members to 

begin bank accounts. This was a first step towards financial independence, along with getting parents in-

volved. 

We had the opportunity to go to the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History located in De-

troit, Michigan.  For some of our gentlemen, this was their first trip out of the city and the state for others. 

The young men were able to see sculptures, short movies and exhibit ranging from the replication of the hull 

of a slave ship to Motown to boxer Joe Louis.  History is so very important for so many reasons. Our young 

gentlemen were truly intrigued by all that was there.  Itôs always amazing to see the light on the inside of a 

young person turn on and shine brightly. 

During this trip, our young men were also taught a life lesson on staying cool under pressure.  Upon leaving 

the museum, to our surprise, we found that we had no door key for the van that we drove 2 ½ hours out of 

town.  The ignition key did not fit the doors. ñOh no, what are we going to do? Weôre stuck way out of 

town! Weôll never get homeò, the guys said. No need to panic! I flagged down a city police car, got a slim-

jim tool and a wedge. Mr. Morrison and I got the door open within seconds and all was back to normal.  The 

lesson learned was life happens, never panic, stay cool and think your way through situations.  When you 

stay calm, you can resolve most things easily, even if it looks hard at first. 

We left the museum and went on to dinner at a southern buffet and had a safe trip back home and laughed 

the whole thing off.  What a day! Special thanks to Marcus Morrison (teacher-coach) for accompanying us 

on our trip.  As an added treat, Mr. Morrison led us through the city to the underground tunnel that leads to 

Canada.  We stood at the overlook site and looked across the river to Canada.  We literally stood on the 

edge of America! 

Charles H. Wright Museum of African-American History 
Detroit, Michigan.  

Looking across the river to Canada  



A.G. Bell Academy 
 Cleveland, Ohio 

October-Giant Eagle for a tour of store and healthy food choices workshop 

December-Canned food drive, collected over 1000 cans and gave to families in need at our school &     

Werner Methodist Church food pantry; Induction ceremony at Winter Concert 

March-April -Learned to use Power Point to complete Portfolio Projects 

May-Team building activities @ Camp Forbes; Tri-C Arts Center to explore career options in the music/

recording industry; Blues Schoolhouse presentation@ International House of Blues 

June- J. Alexander's Restaurant for etiquette luncheon with Girl Power 

                                                                                    - Kim Alfred, GC Facilitator 



William Cullen Bryant K -8 School- Cleveland, Ohio 

William Cullen Bryant's G.C. participated in many fund-raisers at the school level.  The funds raised were 

used to help with many activities this school year.  The young men in the club also provided assistance in 

school when teachers needed aid in their classes.  The GC also attended a Cleveland Indians baseball game 

and dined at the restaurant called Fire in Shaker Heights, Ohio.  This was our first year and our boys really 

benefitted from it.  We are looking forward to the coming years. 

- Mark Paterra, GC Facilitator 



Addelita Cancryn Junior High School 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

Ms. Yvonne Pilgrim, Principal 

GC Facilitator: Mr. Stephan Jürgen 

LC Facilitator: Ms. Liza Freeman 

Addelita Cancryn Junior High School Gentlemenôs Club 

Addelita Cancryn Junior High School  

Ladies  Club 


